Approved For Release 2005/08/10 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100320001-0

SECRET Copy Ko o0

GEOGRAPHIC
INTELLIGENCE
MEMORANDUM

CIA/RR GM 61-2
14 March 1961

LAOS, CAMBODIA, VIETNAM, THAILAND
ZONE OF CONFLICT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND REPORTS

WARNING
This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within

the meaning of the espionage laws, Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or
revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.

CRET

Approved For Release 2005/08/10 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100320001-0



SE(

oved-ForRefease2605/68/46-—CHA-RDP84-00826 ’
B o - R060400320004-0

S T T o . < s ~
Q”L{l, j“ _
s y
(Jé wtel]
b3
’
VIETNAM ez

GULF
e S— or
/ s
S
N TONKIN

|
e

INDOCHINA AND NORTHEAST
I,

THAILAND
SELECTED TRANSPORTATION
ROUTES

O iR
s m:'\?; .“:(mm i
ROAD INFORMATION RAILROAD INFORMATION G N
Disarce (rils) between towns —isance (miles) behwesn towns = i
Road casifeation
- Motoratle yeararound = Shart tors per day »
Li:Matorabie oot sround RALROAD
o Wi Gontinuing mamanance
[ e wonr st TRACK OR TRAIL 2

Srorttonsper day i rainy sesan ROUTE DESIGNATION /
e INTERRATIONAL BOUNDARY /

Sased on 15 hour 13y 00 ®  NATONAL CAPITAL S

O s S5 s o CANAL e / -

2 (. rHNeuLs
ARFIELDS NAVIGABILITY OF MEKONG AVER
-« Pemanent sufsce Steamers = !
Lt OF { o

Launches.

© Prorced sleelplak surface

: :f{“;f:i:?é:l’iﬁ‘um, Launches o i vaer ~ i
e o slram 7 i
, o i 6 e \
b e =3 [ Ly FrAiton ‘
2 50 " 100 s 4] I
s e oo |
: [ — S | i
e I
R J \
L—; - B o8 o

)

CHARACTERISTICS AND CAPACITIES OF MEKONG FEFRIES* CHARACTERISTICS AND CAPABILITIES OF SELECTED PORTS
Mekong River, from Sadec north to Kratle, could accomodate W to 25,000 short tons daily  Saigom: River port for gensral cargo and POL. Capaclty 9,300 short tond per day; 8,000 linear
3¢ adequate shipping vere svailsble. Navigation betwoen Kratic and Pukse 15 interrupted by SeEo erthing; can handle three 500-fook cargo vesscls of 29-foot draft. POL tanker berthe
Koo 2alls and tberefors 18 not feasible. From Pakse to Savannakhet, Kemarat Repids Lmit  with depths of 1h to 37 feet alongside ab Iha Be, 10 mites south. Avallstle cranage: 20 Cargo
pavigation to the highwater period, July through November. Cargd o ean be transloaded  cranes of L.5-ton capacity; 9 shipyard cranes of 5 o 15-ton capacity.

,
o toucks below Khone Falls and moved northvard along Route No. 13, peralleling the Mekong.
ay; 23,000 linear

Da Nang: Seaport for generel cargo and POL. Capacity 2,700 short tons per
Vong Khet-Tha Deus (Vientisne) Forry: Two double-ended 100-ton steel ferry barges, 20 by 79 P erthing in inner barbor; limiting depth 15 feet in spproach channel to imner harbor;
Estinated capability 646 o< harbor capable of anchoring largest vessel afloat. Avallable cranage! 5 automotive

Foct; with W5-inch draft; bowed by 3 tugn; turnabout lne 1 hour.
s and L fork 1ift available on Nong Ehai side. cranes of 2.5- to 10-ton capacity.

short tons per day; 2 mobile 5-ton crane
Hukdahar rry! ang ; 83,000
g Ferry: Mo nev-type LOM's; estimated capability 576 chort tons per day.  Bangkok: River port for general cargo and POL. Capactty 10,200 short Gons per day; 83, .
n-Seoopaiot £2 v ! i et of berthing; cen handle vessels with drafts up to 25 feet. Available cranage:
estimbed capability 288 short tons 2l cargo cranes of 2- to 20-ton capacity. Bar st mouth of Chao Phraya River restricts entry

to vessels drawing 25 feet or less.

Vuang Ucn Road-Pakse Ferry: o 20-ton powered barges;

Capacity 3,300 short tons per day; berthage svaila-

per day.

: Heighongs River port for general cargo- o
- 1, end 2

For mo informstion on Iaos snd North Vietnam, Bev CTA/RR GM 59-2, Leos; FiaFor1 stendard end 6 swell ocean-iype Cergo vessels, L coastal-type cergo vessel, en

* Tore detailed route information y e

:orygmim information on South Vietnam, se& CTA/RR CM 60-2, South Vietnam. e SE .
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p ea b1 o M. ulation
_Province  No. (Sq. Mi.) Population | Province No. (8. M4i.) Populstion
e Phuoe Long W 4,763 39,668
Attopen 12 B o, | Phuoc Thach 19 2,547 65,32 :
Champassak 1 5,100 200,000 | Phuoe Tuy 26 2,783 122,130 .
Eous. Phan b 6,300 115,000 gl Phu Yen 8 769 33T .
Khammouene 8 10,200 - 155,000 Ploika 7 885 120,878
Lusng Prabang 3 14,000 260,000 Quang Duc 13 5,73 23,678
Namtha 2 5,000 ,000 Quang Nam 3 11,302 941,630
Phong Saly 1 6,10 65,000 Quang Ngai 5 4,359 664,621
Saravane 0 8,300 160,000 Quang Tri 1 bRl 269,347
Savannakhet 9 8,400 280,000 Tay Ninh 21 1,064 283,350
Sayaboury 6 7,100 128,000 Thus Thien 2 b,87%  ke2,u93
Vientiane 7 8,000 225,000 Tuyen Duc 12 k173 56,107
Xieng Knouang 5 7,50 117,000 Vinh Binh 33 2,879 52h861
CAMBODIA Vink Long 31 1,900 532,705
NORTH VIETNAM
Battambang 1 7,].5; :gg,ooo
Kampot 12 2,1 8 Bac Git 13 1,966 523,352
Kandal 10 Lbk6 1,078,000 bl 1,96 1964
Koh Xong 16 5,787 40, Bac Ninh 12 37+ 520,787 .
Kompong Cham 7 3,665 657,000 Cao Bang 2 2,532 274,069
Kompong Chimeng 1k 2,066 217,000 Ha Dong 17 598 882,537
Kompong Speu 13 2,626 261,000 Ha Giang 1 2,977 199,229
Kompong Thom 3 10,38 261,000 He Nam 19 i35 480,039
Kratie 6 ,106 111,000 B T 2% 2,316 689,39
Prey Veng 9 1,834 408,000 Hai Duong 15 831 85i,208
Pursat 15 3,968 146,000 Hai Nimh % 1,143 14k, T2k
Ratanakiri 5 9, 29,000 Hoe Binh 18 1,hgk 236,041 A
Siem Reap 2 6,158 235,000 Bung Yen 16 2 605,539
Stung Treng b 3,833 25,000 Kien An 21 284 2,875
Svay Rieng 8 1,110 24,000 Leng Son 6 2,434 262,956
Takeo L 1,332 384,000 Lao Kay 2,161 102,
Nam Dinh 23 621 1,027,358
SOUTH VIETNAM Neghe An 25 6,554 1,221,842
Ninh Binh 22 6Lk 459,875
An Giang 30 3,83 801,477 Phu Tho 9 1,168 505,672
An Xuyen 37 h,9% 276,650 Quang Binh 27 3,207  342,%9
Ba Xuyen En 5,571 638,913 a0 Son Tay 10 380,563
Bien Hoa 25 1,401 278,390 I | 2 ! o Thai Binh 20 573 1,164,763
Binh Dinh 22 %g;g gg;:z;g N INDOCHINA I That Nguyen 5 1,28k 20,293
Binh Duo , Arutulevidy L i nagk 2
Bixh Duong 20 2.3% 61,931 Admm_?tratlve Divisions, %‘Q;Sﬁ g::ns 21; iz ,312 oL
Pink Thwmae 16 Lok 246,320 Military Regions, - Virh Phue Yen 11 3 293,183
Binh Tuy 17 0% 34,083 aod Yen Bay 8 3,129 k6,00
Con Son (Island) 38 sga uls,mﬂ Population Density y
Derlac 9 12, 140,751 - Intamationa boundory Autonomous Region
Dinh Tuong .27 2,220 656,003
Gia Dinh 24 '732 ggajgg; 1 or Special Zone
Khanh Hoa 10 5,3 S L ong! milkary- 1 wang 29 1,210 171,428
Kien Giang 36 6,828 - 435,117 oy N E R | N 3-;'“:?.3” zg 11,722 137,552
Kien Hoa 32 2,252 zég:f;g% aore cpla! T DR RN R ! Viet Bac*
Kien Phong 29 2,61 2 | 284 65,514
Kien Tuong 28 2,297 541333 | 0 [ Vinh Linh 0 5,5
Kontum & li-, 232 sk | ‘(
Lam Dong 15 T2 g s orrons | | ¥ Viet Bac Autonomous Region 1s comprised of
e B oon U s | EEEE e e
Long Khanh B8 2,97 73,973 | | Giang (1), Tang Son (6), Thai Nguyen (5), and
Nini Thuan 1 3,498 131,410 w o Tuyen Quang (gg. .
Phong Dinh 35 2,500 493,277 i
9837 361 .
)
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rolatively casy, 86 Lot Guring the Gy season, bt 1o extremely difriculc
in e moustainousarsas 86 a1l sisan

tern b & Platoau Ls forued by

The river or sartovent betveen Laos and the Fuorat

Riotag frou the castern gargtn of the Velcag Yalley is the greet highiant
complex that extents e o "oackbone” from the taroughout. the
of Tndochina ‘gins of tho Yel

pes: . e o  road
vithin the highlands 1s South Vietramose Route 1h from Chon Thanh to Koatus, vhich
follows the relatively level surface of the chain of plateaus between the two
settlemcnts.

Bast of the b 04 bordertng the South China Sea i the coastal L

"ot X
leval, outliers of the sdjoining highlands encrosch upon 1t in places,
Tottlenecks or natural lines of defense.

FThrgion Tl emrantin the tors Segion” 1us been usd in 8 Lose sese,
to dencte those r.-auntrkn ‘that comprised former French china p]

Platesu of rortheast Thailand, vhich has been included rincilly e T logistie
reasans. For nmre detailed geographic informstion on the individual countries,
see CIA/RR G South Vietnan, 12 October 1960; CIA/RR G 59-2, laos, 23
Septexber 1959; md CIA/RR GR 53-2, Northeast Thailand, Jsnuary 1959
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Region, Lo one of the most

the summer ratay season, from sbot Jung untid Segteatr, torrontinl
©

satas ovell the rivers and cause flooding over vust land area
his 1s the rice groving vsason, but to those ovolved 1a mmm. A.plmnh oo
mechanized ¢ frustratica. e
Socked sy vadhesto, iandi1ides, and Aiosing bridesss snd vec -
quently becoos streds beds agtic greatly ourtailed or complete]
grounded by pocr visioiliey.  hay from logis-
rei" ey b5 Gapendent. ontirely upon ranegost vy CooLion ar CXoRrU.

Hieh the consation of the ratns In Septasber or Oetover, th rivers wrink
and floods recede, clear aad relatively cool, and travel

Shttome ure. s an’cptimm . Ta sounvatn vaLleys, hoverer, Rofuing fogs mey still
restrict air travel.

Yarch and April, datly temperatures bacome excessively g, the ground
Corme tasy.froa the cembinstion of Bt wod smoke

The hage ray be dense eough o prevent aLr reconnaissance and supply Grops.
Pecple
t1cn of ehe faglon s Sharacterted by sthaogrphic uia related
29839)..

Linguistic camplexity (s Toe comlorisy 1o reriected th the
cultural disparities among the o S Gisparities vaioh are svi-
aencea xternal maifestations such s recogaizable differences in
traditional tribal clothing, snd serve as deterrents t

“Dational solidarity.

sticated rationals -- the Tual, laotians, Casbodians (Kimers), and
control

Toglon are sparsely aistributed tn the 3Jo
recopiized aliituttial seratitication of the aifferent trifel grogs.  Taticoal

ot effective e s it
.1 actinitics are Ldiely to outueigh the relatively pocely aevelope

Dave largely

-'.uwde of -\wnwny, X i e s engeniered sncng thes o eeling of resert-
it and often antipathy tovard the naticoal govermments end makes them particu-

Tarly useepeibie. S sntigovernsent propagenia.

on of the Reglon, but it 16 a Buldhisa per-
She pecp]

t,
e 101/5 ni111on adhareats in Vietoaa, 15 the Larghet
in the Reglon.

Agriculture is the daminant economic activity throughout the Region and rice
is the predominant crop. In the lovlands the pessant engages in the cultivation
of mimed rice, relying upon both the ‘proctpiiation am Floods of the rainy

san for groving his crop, In the highlands the far more prinitive and precar-
oo etas sk bis" agrieiliue prevatle, axd the peasunt depends salely tpen
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p;t::ylhtmn for groviag hts dry rice. The loviands geasruliy produce u eurplus

suppors lares guerriila oo, ot e Gommntt Tiet Cong - oo ekons

The cass of the chronically poverty-stricken Korat Plateau 16 uniqy e,
tzntion of tafertile lateritis solls, an orrutis ratafall that e m...

Lracad In pars £ the revtricting influsnces of the snvirorment 14selr.

T natn mtneral sen 1 s, tndustrinl moutactusing actiities of

the Region are. sarrently foud in Rorth Vit

of the anthracite coalfields deve e

avart those of the South Vietran deposit at Nong Son. Stsilarly, the capacity

of the textile plant et an Dinh is mich larger than the combined capacities of

the o vesemtly complsted textile glanta in South Vistuan, vhich bave u total
valoped

Cotton textiles, paper, Dlyvood, and cement are being constructed in Cahodia

Transportation
of the aren transportetion fecilities are inadequate for norsel

trattic. gven'during the dry season (see ap ZS030):  Their inadaqtacy 16 80-

Cenentod n the ratay.sataor vhen Lrestie 1o greAtly corsaiiad <he
g In 1acs, Which has mo radl eysten, the sitiation 1s perticularly

acute a8 48 {ndioated by onal closing by goverament decree of sections

oF the i north-south Route 3. Contimous, heaw mtlitary trafric

rapidly break dovn most rosdbed: Reglon.

Rivers are artertes of travel throughout the Region. Generally,
of r-vtghx)i:y S cmla\uanﬂ_y ‘their usefulness 15 incroased by
high vater during the rainy

Atz traasport, alao 1s extromoly dmartant to the Region, particulariy
supplying remote D ing o ey seasony hovever, Flying contitions
Rel1 S doterioration of Laniing Flolis can greatly curtatl sheir utility.

Future Diffioulttes

r & negotiated political settlement of the laotisn orisis or en cxten-
inherent com:

e ranapt vl e totiopessanie-

¥ e Tovland Red River delta area of North Vietoan is & notable exceptica.
Historically the crops have failed to meet the needs of the dense population,
which bas had to fmport rice.
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